Class Piano 1 Course – Classroom Expectations
Oct 12, 2019 – Tentative - Saturday’s 2pm-3pm

Instructor: Alvin “A-Stone” Jackson Jr.
Course Description
12-week Class piano 1 is designed to teach the concepts and fundamentals needed to perform on the piano. It will increase musical understanding beyond just playing notes by teaching students a vocabulary of chords and keys, accompaniment patterns, and improvisational techniques. Students will play melodies in several positions and have the opportunity to increase their skill levels overnight with proper preparation. Students will develop good practice habits, and learn techniques to increase the muscular agility and flexibility of their hands. We will dive into music at its source, find out how music is constructed, and even discuss the history of it. At the completion of this course, the student will have learned to play some of the standards of piano repertoire while gaining experience.

Course Outcomes – Students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate basic competencies of piano performance in playing scales, chords and songs

2. Identify primary and secondary Chord symbols

3. Identify and play gospel voicing

4. Identify proper performance habits.
Course Philosophy
The piano is a performance instrument, and the primary goal of this course is for students to become competent, independent performers on the piano. For this reason, students will be assessed largely based on their performances on the piano. It is equally important that a student develop the skills, discipline, and determination to prepare for a performance, therefore an equal share of progress derived from how well the student prepares and uses his or her practice time. Because everyone should have a keyboard at home, students should come to class every week prepared to get the most out of the practice time they are given in class.
Evaluation Criteria
Practice – Preparation Performance – Recitals  

Instruments
Students will use digital piano workstations. It is expected that each student will treat the school instruments with respect and do their utmost to prevent damage. Each student and his or her parent / sponsor are responsible for the condition of the assigned instrument. If an instrument is damaged due to student negligence, it is the student and parent / sponsor responsibility to pay for the repair or replacement of the instrument.

Weekly Required Materials for class
· Handout given by instructor
· Headphones (w/earbuds recommended)

· Electronic Keyboard with metronome & foot pedal (recommended) 

· 3-Ring binder w/Notebook (for music) 

· Pencil or mechanical pencil (No pens!)
Class Piano Explanation of Evaluation Criteria
Practice Preparation:
Throughout the course of daily instruction, late arrivals will be noted. Please have the required materials ready at the start of class; Demonstrate discipline, focus, and good time management during their practice time; Demonstrate appropriate posture as taught by the instructor;

Demonstrate appropriate music skills; Demonstrate appropriate listening skills;
Execute directions given by the instructor; Demonstrate active listening, offer supportive commentary, and work respectfully with peers; Demonstrate progressive improvement in musicianship.

Performance - Recitals
All students will be graded on a solo performance every Saturday during class. As the repertoire becomes longer and more difficult, graded performances will take place on alternate weeks. The solo performances will be in the form of a recital in which the student performs for the class, and receives constructive remarks from their classmates. Music to be performed for the recitals will be announced at least a week in advance of the recital. Students are encouraged to play the music as a “dry run” for the teacher prior to the recital date.

Class Piano Classroom Expectations
1. ARRIVE TO CLASS ON TIME. Anyone not at his or her assigned piano and quiet when the tone sounds will be considered tardy. County policy on attendance for credit will be strictly adhered to. (3 tardy arrivals = 1 unexcused absence, 2 unexcused absences = a failing grade for that quarter)

2. WORKONLYATTHEPIANOTOWHICHYOUAREASSIGNED.

3. HALL PASSES WILL NOT BE GIVEN during class except in extreme emergencies.

4. BRING MATERIALS TO CLASS EVERY WEEK. This includes your piano music, a pencil, paper, headphones and your class piano folder. You will not be allowed to go to your locker for materials after class begins. 

5. ABSOLUTELY NO FOOD, DRINK, GUM, ETC. IN THE PIANO LAB. This will be strictly enforced. Students will demonstrate respect for school property by adhering to this policy.

6. SHOW RESPECT FOR OTHERS. This shows how you respect yourself, as well. Students are expected to demonstrate SUPERIOR CITIZENSHIP. Everyone deserves private practice time: talking should be reserved for helping others only.

7. KEEP IT NEAT. Students are expected to demonstrate responsibility toward the care of the piano lab by keeping the lab neat. NEVER UNPLUG HEADPHONES OR ANY OTHER CABLES in the piano lab system*. Please take out whatever you bring in. Cover the keyboards every day after use. Replace the headphones in their proper place, and make sure the door to the lab is locked at the end of class. *doesn’t apply to North Point.

8. DO THE RIGHT THING. Students must abide by all school policies at all times.

9. REALLY DO THE RIGHT THING. Adherence to all class rules is mandatory even when a substitute teacher is responsible for the class.

10. BE EASY TO TEACH. Note that this is not the same as BE QUICK TO LEARN. Someone who is easy to teach has an open mind and is willing to try.
Classroom Expectation
Acceptance of Student Responsibilities and Obligations:

Please return this signed before 2nd week of class

I understand the responsibilities and obligations after reading information about Class Piano regarding:

I also understand that I may contact Mr. Alvin A-Stone Jackson throughout the 12 weeks, by email at Alvinstone100 @ yahoo.com.

I accept these requirements and pledge to show my dedication and accountability by upholding these responsibilities with pride and commitment.

Mr. Alvin “A-Stone” Jackson, Instructor

X____________________________

Student Name- Print

X____________________________

Sponsor Name/Signature
